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Helping you put your best book forward






January 26, 2010
Dear Valued Customer,







This letter is intended to assist you with compliance to the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act of 2008 (CPSIA). This Act, passed by the US Congress, is aimed at strengthening and broadening consumer product safety laws within the United States. This Law has changed the requirements associated with consumer products and with children’s products in particular. The CPSIA has defined “children products” as “a consumer product designed or intended primarily for children 12 years of age or younger”. At this time, ordinary books that are intended for children, as defined by the Commission, are subject to the requirements of this Act.
If your book is intended primarily for children 12 years of age or younger, it is your responsibility to notify Thomson-Shore at initial order.  Doing so, we will guarantee that you receive the required documentation that you will use to conform to the CPSIA. 
The books manufactured by Thomson-Shore, Inc., that are designed or intended for the “primary” us of a child, meet the current requirements and contain:

· Less than 300ppm of lead.

· Less than 0.1%/1.000ppm of the phthalates DEHP, DBP, BBP

· Less than 0.1%/1.000ppm of the phthalates DINP, DIDP, DnOP

Our validation to compliance with the CPSIA are based on our Reasonable Testing and Assurance Program.  Until further direction from the CPSC, Thomson-Shore’s Reasonable Testing Program is as follows:

· Require compliance certification to the CPSIA from our material suppliers that the lead and phthalate content of their products are well within the requirements of the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act (CPSIA) 2008 section 14(g) of the 15 U.S.C. 2063(g) for the components or material listed below. 
· Review of Material Safety Data Sheets from our suppliers of chemicals to “flag” product containing any amount of lead and phthalates.  This information will be used to ascertain if additional conformance information from our supplier is necessary.

· Testing by a Government certified lab-representing components of our finished books. The results of the Phthalates and Substrate Lead Content test will verify the accuracy of the information received from our supplier and customer supplied product letters of compliance certification.  To view our book testing results, please visit our website at www.thomsonshore.com and follow the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act link.

· Testing frequency will be determined by the CPSIA.  Until ruling is made Thomson-Shore will determine the frequency based on the laboratory test results, further ruling from the CPSC regarding the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act of 2008, and changes in any of the following components or material: 

· Spot or PMS Inks

· Saddle stitching wire 

· Non-animal based glues that are accessible (N/A)

· Metal coils both coated and uncoated for coil bound material 
· Foils used in foil stamping

· Plastic coils for coil bound materials 
· Laminates

· UV Inks

General Conformity Certification
When a Customer identifies that the purchase request is to manufacture a “children’s product”, a “consumer product designed or intended primarily for children 12 years of age or younger”, as defined by CPSIA, we will provide to you a Certification Letter to the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act of 2008.  This letter will certify compliance with Section 101: Lead Contents; Section 103 (a) Tracking Labels; Section 102: General Conformity/Testing and Section 108: Phthalates of the Standard. This certification letter will be sent directly to you when your job is shipped.
Customer Supplied Components or Material
When you provide any of the above listed components or material to Thomson-Shore, we ask that you supply us with a letter of certification.  The letter must indicate: Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act (CPSIA) 2008 section 14(g) of the 15 U.S.C. 2063(g).  The certificate must identify separately each rule, ban, standard or regulation under the Acts administered by the Commission that is applicable to the product.) In addition, if you request your supplier to provide you with a certification letter, please assure that the certification references compliance with the Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act (CPSIA) 2008 section 14(g) of the 15 U.S.C. 2063(g).  (MSDSs do not provide the necessary data needed for compliance with the limits.)
Tracking Labels 

Section 103(a) of the Law requires manufacturers to have a tracking label or other distinguishing permanent mark on any consumer product primarily intended for children twelve and younger. The tracking label must contain certain basic information, including the source of the product, the date of manufacture and more detailed information on the manufacturing process such as a batch or run number. Congress modified the requirement for tracking labels with the phrase “to the extent practicable” recognizing that it may not be practical for permanent distinguishing marks to be printed on small toys and other small products that are manufactured and shipped without individual packaging.

Thomson-Shore will add the following tracking information to the copyright page: “Printed by Thomson-Shore, Dexter, MI U.S.A.; Job #, Production Date”.
Please note, if Thomson-Shore is notified, by the customer after the job has been pressed, that the job requires certification to the CPSIA, a permanent label will be affixed to the book including the following information; “Printed by Thomson-Shore, Dexter, MI U.S.A.; Job #, Production Date”.  If the job has been shipped, the customer will be asked to return the shipment to Thomson-Shore, where TS will affix permanent label to the book as stated above.  Fees may apply.

Product Inventory
The CPSIA lead and phthalate requirements also apply to inventory.  There is a memo from the General Counsel of the Consumer Product Safety Commission stating that these requirements will apply to any children’s article in inventory that is sold or distributed on or after February 10, 2009 (not inventory sold before February 10, 2009).  This memo can be found under CPSC “General Counsel Advisory Opinions” at: http://www.cpsc.gov/about/cpsia/cpsia.html#advisory.  Thomson-Shore is in full compliance with the standard required for inventory held.

Additional Information
The full legislative requirements of the CPSIA are listed on the Consumer Product Safety Commission Website at: http://www.cpsc.gov/about/cpsia/cpsia.html#signup.  For additional assistance we have provided you with the timetable requirement of the Act.

On Friday, December 18, 2009 the Consumers Product Safety Commission voted to extend the stay for an additional year on testing for total lead content as required by the CPSIA. The total lead and phthalates content limits still must be met, but the testing and certification requirements in the act are postponed until February 10, 2011.

CPSI Act of 2008 Timetable for Section 101; Section 102; Section 103 (a); and Section 108

	Action
	Deadline

	300 ppm – children’s products may not contain more than 300 ppm of lead.  (These limits also apply to products manufactured before February 10, 2009)
	August 14, 2009. Testing and Certification Required, February 10, 2011

	Permanent ban: Phthalates concentration is 0.1% of; di-(2-ethylhxyl) phthalate (DEHP, dibutyl phthalate (DBP), or benzyl buty1 phthalate (BBP).  This limit does not apply to products manufactured before February 10, 2009.
	February 10, 2009 ; Testing and Certification Required February 10, 2011.

	Interim prohibition: Phthalates concentration on children’s toys that can be placed in a child’s mouth or child care articles of no more than 0.1% applies to diisononyl phthalate (DINP), Diisodecyl phthalate (DIDP0, or di-n-octyl phthalate (DnOP).  (This limit does not applie to products manufactured before February 10, 2009)
	February 10, 2009 ; Testing and Certification Required February 10, 2011.

	Tracking Labels Section 103 (a); (The following information will be added to the copyright page.  “Printed by Thomson-Shore, Dexter, MI USA; Job # and Production Date
	August 14, 2009 



	Third Party Testing and Certification 
	February 2011.


In Summary
To the best of the Company’s knowledge, Thomson-Shore is in compliance to the CPSIA Section 101: Lead Contents; 103 (a) Tracking Labels; Section 102: General Conformity/Testing and Section 108: Phthalates.  
We want our customers to know that Thomson-Shore is committed not only to being good stewards of the environment, but also manufacturing safe products for the enjoyment of readers of all ages.  We will continue to monitor the CPSIA and provide updates to our customers as appropriate. 

Your Customer Service Professional, will be happy to assist you in meeting the requirements under the Consumers Product Safety Improvement Act of 2008.  Please refer to our website for up-to-date information and assistance with compliance to the CPSIA. (thomsonshore.com)

As always, we are grateful for the opportunity to serve you.  

Sincerely, 

Thomson-Shore, Inc.
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